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The Ascension Opened the
Way for the Holy Spirit
The ascension of Jesus describes
Christ’s transition from earth to heaven after his life, ministry, death, and
resurrection. The Bible refers to the
ascension as a passive action—Jesus
was "taken up" into heaven.
Through the ascension of Jesus, God
the Father exalted the Lord to his
right hand in heaven. Even more important, at his ascension, Jesus promised his followers that he would soon
pour out the Holy Spirit on them and
in them.

Question for Reflection
The ascension of Jesus into heaven made it possible for the Holy
Spirit to come and fill His followers. It is an aw-inspiring truth to realise that God himself, in the form of the Holy Spirit, lives inside me
as a believer. Am I taking full advantage of this gift to learn more
about Jesus and to live a God-pleasing life ?
Zavada, Jack. "The Ascension of Jesus Bible Story Study Guide." Learn Religions,
Aug. 29, 2020, learnreligions.com/ascension-of-jesus-700194.

On this Ascension Day, may we reflect on how the crucifixion, the
resurrection, and the ascension of our Savior Jesus Christ changed
the whole course of our lives and changed our world forever. May
we celebrate that our Lord is reigning from heaven as the one true
King, and may we rejoice that we have the Holy Spirit as our everpresent advocate. May we eagerly await His return and fervently
share the Gospel until He does.

(from and interview with Gareth Gilkeson and Chris Llewellyn of the group

Rend Collective)
Living in Northern Ireland, lighthouses are something we see quite often
on our coastline. For us, it has become a picture of the faithfulness of God
and His constancy in our lives. He is this unshifting Light. We all go through
seasons of storms, troubles and sorrows, and we can count on Jesus to be
that Fire before us the same way He led the children of Israel in the desert
by Fire. He still is that Fire before us today, like a lighthouse.
It's funny because we sing in many churches all around the world and it's
amazing how many pictures of lighthouses are on the walls. Jesus said, "I
am the Light of the world," and throughout the centuries, the picture of
the Church is that we are the light of the world. It's great to see that symbolism. That's what we were thinking about when we were working on the
song, and we sing about failures and doubting, and knowing that God
doesn't walk out on us, and that He's the peace in our troubled seas. No
matter what we are going through, or are looking for God you can know
that He's not going to let you drown in your circumstances. There are so
many pictures of that in Scripture: Peter walking on the water and Jesus
calming the storm. Those are powerful pictures and calming for us.
The last part of the chorus is "safe to shore," and we sing it a bunch of
times. I love that idea, that literally when you are lost and don't know
where you are, you can trust that no matter where your head is, God is
going to lead you safe to shore. You are going to get to the harbour and
the land. You're not going to starve and be overcome by the waves.

Speaking about his mother, Billy Graham said, "Of all the people I have
ever known, she had the greatest influence on me." As Christians, let
us honor and treasure our mothers for the influence they have had in
shaping our lives as believers.

A Mother’s Influence
A kind, encouraging mother has a tremendous effect on her child’s
life. Mothers are sensitive to the hurts and slights a child encounters
growing up. They have the power to remind that the love of God heals
all wounds. They can instil in their child the solid values of Scripture,
truths that will guide him or her into being a person of integrity.
Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will
not depart from it. ( Proverbs 22:6, ESV)

Respect for Parents
The Ten Commandments include a special order to honor our father
and mother. God gave us the family as the building block of society.
When parents are obeyed and respected, and when children are treated with love and discipline, society and individuals prosper.
Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the
land that the Lord your God is giving you. ( Exodus 20:12, ESV)

The Author of Life
God is the Creator of life. He decrees that life should be cherished,
from conception to its natural end. In his plan, motherhood is a special gift, a cooperation with our Heavenly Father to bring forth his
blessing of life. None of us is a mistake. We were wonderfully formed
by a loving God.
For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my
mother's womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully
made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. My
frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the
days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.
( Psalm 139:13, ESV)

True to the End
His disciples abandoned him. The crowds stayed away. But at the disgraceful, criminal’s execution of Jesus, there stood his mother Mary,
true to the end. She was proud of her son. Nothing could keep her
away. Jesus returned her love by providing for her care. After
his resurrection, what a happy reunion it must have been, a mother’s
and son’s love that would never end.
But standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother's
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus
saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he
said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then he said to the
disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took
her to his own home. ( John 19:25-27, ESV)
Fairchild, Mary. "Bible Verses for Mother's Day." Learn Religions, Feb. 8, 2021,
learnreligions.com/bible-verses-for-mothers-day-701007.

How can we
pray for you ?
For prayer requests contact
Erna Brazier
ernabrzr@gmail.com
3379 4597
or Pastor Michael Jarick
0481 744 078
michael.jarick@lca.org.au

– Those who recently attended the Lutheran Church in Cambodia Home Bible
Gathering. Pray the Holy Spirit will continue to pour out our Heavenly Father’s
Prayer is a vital part of engagement in
God's mission. Through prayer we hear love into their lives
God's voice, and he helps us to see peo- – Bishop Steven Lawrence of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malaysia, and
ple and situations the way he does. In
your prayers this month you’re invited his wife Susan and family Samantha,
Samuel and Samson, as they recently
to pray for:
welcomed a son and brother Sameon
- Ridwin Purba, as he steps down from
– The Lutheran Youth Fellowship and
his position as Education Secretary for
Lutheran Sunday School Union ConferKN-LWF, Indonesia. Thank God for the
ence, organised by the Lutheran Church
way He has used Ridwin for over 10
of Myanmar, as they reach out to youth
years to bless Lutheran schools in Indo- and children with the saving grace of
nesia and Australia
Jesus
– Christians living in Muslim-majority
– The opportunity for God’s love and
countries during Ramadan, that they will grace to abound as Concordia College,
be strengthened by the Holy Spirit and
SA and the Schools of Siassi, Papua New
bold enough to share the gospel
Guinea learned from one another, pro– The translation into Malay of the Lumoted intercultural understanding and
theran discipleship resource Seasons,
respect, and improved standards of
published by the Lutheran Church in
teaching, learning and leadership .
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If you are unavailable during the year e.g. holidays please contact Joy Brown in advance

Please mark the Roster sheet on the Notice Board accordingly.

If a rostered time does not suit, please arrange a swap with someone else.

May 2022

Who What How When

Who What How When
Thank you Worship
Team and musicians
for the time, work,
and heart that you
put into preparing
our Easter Services
this year!

Coolum B: 4—8 July 2022 Grades 7-12
Registration closes 13 June 2022
Christian Life Week (CLW) is a five day camp for high school aged students
that is centred on an unforgettable experience of faith, friendship and
fun. CLW is a chance for teenagers to escape the everyday, have a stack of
good clean fun and discover more about what it means to be a Christian.
This year’s theme is Shalom: Goodness, Wholeness and Peace. Throughout
the week, campers will explore how Jesus, the Prince of Peace, brings Shalom into our lives, taking whatever is missing and restoring us to a state of
completeness. Each camp is run by a team of experienced and passionate
leaders with loads of fun planned for the week.

Bus transport pick locations, Middle Park, Ipswich Rochedale & Murrumba Downs
Bus transport pick locations: Middle Park, Ipswich Rochedale & Murrumba Downs
For more information re: financial support/subsidy code and
registration please contact Wendy Smith—Youth Coordinator or
Rosalie Burge Treasurer.

Congregational Coffee Morning
Saturday May 7, 10am at Café 63
296 Oxley Road Graceville
Contact Joy Brown to reserve a seat
0418 725894

Date : 10 May 2022
Where: Indooroopilly
Time: 6:30pm
RSVP Graeme Drapper
0419 786 574

Christian Life Week— Help us find leaders (of all ages!)
All too often we have to limit the amount of campers we can allow on a camp
because of our struggle to find enough leaders. Having leaders from their local
congregation join campers on camp also provides a beautiful opportunity to build
intergenerational connections. And, we aren’t just looking for young adults to
lead on camp, we’re looking for people of any age who are passionate about sharing Jesus with young people. Older adults, parents, pastors and grandparents are
vital for bringing more wisdom and experience to team, to support both the
campers and younger leaders, all while building a supportive Christian community . For more information www.lyq.org.au or contact our office on 3511 4080

